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Christmas time is a 
very chilly time of 
year. The sidewalks 
are coated by ice and 
snow. People are 
struggling to wrap 
presents to give to the 
ones they love. 
Meanwhile, in the 
North Pole, elves are 
working with their 
tools, Rudolph and 
the others are training 
for the magical night 
that is Christmas Eve, 
getting ready to 
deliver the toys, like 
plastic snakes and 
dolls. Christmas day 
will be lots of fun, 
but as soon as its over 
all the kids will be 
asking… “More 
presents please!” 

There is a lot you can 
do in winter! I hear 
from a lot of people 
that there is nothing 
to do this winter, so 
I'm going to tell you 
some fun things you 
can do. The first, and 
one of the most fun 
things to do, is a 
snowball fight. It’s a 
very fun game to play 
with friends and 
family. Just look out 
for ice chunks, 
considering that they 
are very dangerous. 
We don't want any 
injuries! A second 
really fun thing to do 
is sledding. You can 
definitely do this with 
a friend or by 
yourself, whatever 
makes you happy! 
For this activity, I 
would advise you to 
not sled near a road or 
buildings. Make sure 
that there is nothing 
or nobody in your 
path, we don't want 
anyone to get hurt. 
The third most fun 

thing to do over the 
winter is building a 
snowman. Making a 
snowman can be fun 
either by yourself in an 
open field, or you and 
your friend can make 
one together in your 
backyard. My favorite 
part of making a 
snowman is 
decoration. You can 
use rocks, sticks, 
carrots (for the nose), 
hats, scarves, and 
pretty much anything 
else. Another fun 
activity you can do this 
winter is building a 
fort. It is fun building a 
fort when a snow plow 
is involved. The snow 
plow creates really tall 
snow banks just 
waiting to be played 
in! After all these 
activities, there is a 
warm and flavorful 
thing to do. Make hot 
chocolate! After all 
those cold activities, 
your taste buds must 
be craving hot 
chocolate! Some 
people don't like hot 
chocolate, but for 

By Mavrick Reynolds 

The Aesthetic 
of Christmas 

Fun Things to Do This Winter  

By Gabbie Simpson those who do, this is 
a very great way to 
warm up! There are 
many things you can 
do to not get bored. 
Any of these fun 
filled activities could 
solve your puzzling 
boredom. Have fun 
and stay safe! 



The Lion’s Tale  

Covering The People And Communities  

Served By The Stratford School 

 

Editor-In-Chief: Isa Garcia  

News Editor: Patience King Science Editor: Bayli Kennett 

Photo/Graphics Editor: Araya Levett 

  

News Reporters:  

Brayden Blais, Maigan Dickson, Mason Flanders, Stephanie 

Klinch, Autumn King, James Mclain, Mavrick Reynolds. 

  

Meteorology Reporters: 

Sam Kennett, Natalie King 

  

Graphic Arts: 

Jared Elliot, Noah Gibney, Bianca Klinch, Gabe Simpson 

The Lion’s Tale  

Covering The People And Communities  

Served By The Stratford School 

 

Editor-In-Chief: Isa Garcia  

News Editor: Patience King Science Editor: Bayli Kennett 

Photo/Graphics Editor: Araya Levett 

  

News Reporters:  

Brayden Blais, Maigan Dickson, Mason Flanders, Stephanie 

Klinch, Autumn King, James Mclain. 

  

Meteorology Reporters: 

Sam Kennett, Natalie King 

  

Graphic Arts: 

Mavrick Reynolds 

C- Caring for others 
H- Having fun with family  
R- Run through the snow 

I- Inside the stocking  
S- Snowing  

T- Tinsel 
M- Making others laugh  

A- Angel  
S- Sleigh  

Christmas Poem 

By Jared Elliot 

You wake up on Christmas eve, and go to play in the snow.  

Then you come back in and have some cocoa 

 
You sit down by the fire and glowing Christmas tree 

Then you remember, about your family 

 
Go to the mall to get a few things 

Gonna have to wait to see what Santa brings  

 
Paper, scissors and tape flying everywhere 

Nine-o-clock before I feel like a bear 

 
I think my neighbor’s are knocking at the door 

I’m gonna have to give ‘em some more 

 
I spent all day decorating the evergreen 

The cat keeps running up the tree 

A Christmas Song 

By Maigan Dickson 
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Braydon: Xbox X. 
Jared: A new phone. 
Navava: A new phone. 
Jaxson: Call of Duty Cold War Xbox. 
Nick: Cold War PS4. 
Avryonna: Tablet. 
Stephanie: My brothers. 
Autumn: A new squishy. 
Nadzia: Santa squishy. 
Mavrick: A mountain bike. 
Lucia: Scooter. 
Grady: Outdoor hover board. 
Travis: Dirt bike. 
Ella: Basketball hoop. 
Noah: A tree. 
Hunter: Trampoline. 
Kelly: Kitten. 
Maigan: A dog. 
Naydeen: Chinchilla. 
Natalie: Aaron Judge shoes. 
James: A flare sweatshirt. 
Bayli: Slip on bands. 
Caroline: Nerf gun. 
Bianca: New baby doll. 
Lisa: Barbie doll house. 
Jon: Star Wars set. 
Taelynn: Unicorn Polly Pocket. 
Hayley: American Girl doll. 
Cypris: Nerds robe. 
Chloe: Big gummy watermelon. 
Kennedy: Candy. 
Layla: Big gummy worm. 
Gracey: 100 dollars. 
Haddenn: 9,000,000,000 dollars. 
Patrisha: Apollo to claim me as his godly 
child. 
Araya: Jon Walker, Spencer Smith, and Ryan 
Ross to come back to Panic! At the Disco. 
Gabbie: To like how Gabbie is. 
Isa: To fly to michigan to see her Bff. 
Sam: Corona to go away. 

I’d like a stocking made  
for a giant,  
And a meeting house  
full of toys,  
Then I’d go out in a  
happy hunt 
For the poor little  
girls and boys; 
Up the street and down  
The street, 
And across and down over  
the town, 
I’d search and find  
them everyone, 
Before the sun went down 
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Ms. Burkham: A new hat. 
Ms. Dunn: Money to buy toys for all the kids 
in school. 
Mr. Dewitt: Tickets  to the Super Bowl if the 
Packers win. 
Ms. Oberti: A voice like Ella Fitzgerald. 
Ms. Tibbetts: Bissel cross  wave. 
Mr. Neske: Book to be published. 
Mrs. Packard: Not have a cold winter . 
Ms. Smith: Virus to go. 
Ms. Scott: A Countertop food processor. 
Mrs. Roberts: To be with my family. 
Nurse Weberg: Family time. 
Mrs. Caron: Family time. 
Ms. Kennett: Time with family. 
Ms. Oakes: Everyone to be safe. 
Ms. A: Snow. 
Mrs. Galasyn: Good health. 
Mrs. Lacroix: Jaw tooth. 
Mrs. Giroux: Time with friends and family . 
Ms. Kondi: Family time. 
Mr. Woods: A dog. 

Teacher’s Wishes 

Student’s Wishes 

A Christmas Wish 

Christmas Wishes 

By Mason Flanders 



  

By Stephanie Klinch 

 

Decorations are used 
as a traditional thing 
for Christmas. Mostly 
everyone knows how 
to decorate a 
Christmas tree. But, 

do you know where 
Christmas decorating 
first started?  

Christmas tree 
decorating first 
started as a tradition 
in Germany in the 
16th century. Some 
people believed and 
still believe that 
Christmas trees are a 
sign of an everlasting 
relationship  with 
God.  

Believe it or not, 
Christmas trees were 
once hung upside 
down. People in 
Germany first 
decorated the trees 
with melted candles. 
Nuts and berries were 
also put on the trees 
as decoration. Some 
people also used 
apples. Now as you 
know, people use 
Christmas lights and 
tinsel on trees. Tinsel 
was first put on trees 
because it was made 
to enhance the 
flickering of the 
candles. Flash 
forward a few years 
to after the invention 
of electricity, Edward 
H. Johnson became 
the first person to put 
Christmas lights on a 
tree (in the U.S.). 
Nowadays people use 
ornaments, lights, 
tinsel, and many 
other things. People 
put other objects that 
are traditional for 

their family or were 
special to the 
household. Some 
people around the 
world even use spider 
webs to decorate their 
Christmas trees! 
The most common 
trees that people used 
to decorate are pine 
trees. They range 
from three to eight 
feet. A Christmas tree 
can take up to fifteen 
years to reach the 

The History 
of Christmas 

Trees   

average height. The 
tallest trees are 
usually used at 
Christmas parades or 
Christmas plays. 
Some people used to 
use cherry trees. 
Others don't like to 
clean up after a real 
pine tree, so some 
people used fake 
trees instead. After 
people use real 
Christmas trees, most 
people recycle them. 
Even now those who 
celebrate the 
holiday  use 
Christmas trees as a 
classic representation 
of Christmas. It easily 
sticks out as one of 
the biggest and most 
memorable symbols 
of one of the biggest 
holidays in the 
United States. 
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Some snow activities 
you can do this 
holiday season are: 
 Make snowballs 

and throw them at 
each other. You 
can even build a 
snow fort to use 
for protection.  

 Build a snowman 
or a snow 
monster, whatever 
suits you best. 

 Sledding is a great 
activity to do, 
similar to snow 
tubing. Find a 
snowbank and 
make a slide down 
it. Hopefully it 
gets an icy coat 
over it a couple 
days after building 
it, so it's a fast 
slide.   

 If you have a 
snowbank nearby 
and want to do 
something fun, 
stand on a ledge 
and jump off. But, 
make sure the 
snow under you is 
soft, so you don’t 
hurt yourself. 

 Another 
snowbank activity 
is to race someone 
to the top of the 
snowbank, then 
back down, to see 
who wins. 

 Wrestle with 
someone in fluffy 

By Sam Kennett 

Snow Activities 

By Bradyon Blais 

 

Candy Canes are 
famous for their 
delicious and minty 
peppermint taste. 
But, they have a 
long history of how 
they became the 
candy cane. In 1670, 
at the Cologne 
Cathedral in 
Germany, a 
choirmaster made 
some candy sticks 

for the kids to be 
quiet during the 
Living Creche 
ceremony. Why 
candy canes are 
shaped like canes is 
because of the 
shepherds Nativity 
story, the choirmaster 
bent a candy stick 
into the shepherd's 
crook. As a result the 
candy cane became 
the most popular 
tradition in churches 
and all over Europe 
and other parts of the 
world. 

Candy canes are also 
used for decorating 
Christmas trees. The 
first ever documented 
use of candy canes 
was in 1847, by 
August Imgard, a 
German-Swedish 
immigrant, decorated 
his tree with 
ornaments and candy 
canes, he then 
became very famous 
for doing so. Candy 
canes have a minty 
taste that will make 
your breath smell 
good. Candy canes 
are primarily made of 
sugar and mint 
flavoring. Candy 
canes are really old, 
they are 350 years 
old. That is really 
old.    

Wanted! 
Stratford Yearbooks!  

We are missing 
books from the 
following years: 

1916 - 1948, 1952, 
1957, 1963-1966, 
1980, 1984, 1972, 
1976, 1979, 1990-
1999, 2012-2016 

Please donate books 
to Stratford Public 
School. 

Wanted! 

Old newspapers from 
the 30’s and up for 

the Stratford School! 
Willing to pay $20. 

 
Leave a message for 
any willing to sell. 

Want 

Ads 

snow. 
 Play keep away 

from your dog (if 
you have one) in 
the snow, bury a 
toy and have the 
dog find it with its 
excellent nose. 
This works just as 
well with little 
siblings. 

 Sports like 
snowboarding, 
skiing, cross 
country, and 
snowshoeing are 
great physical 
activities to do.  

 This activity you 
will need to do 
with an adult: boil 
some water and 
have an adult 
throw it outside in 
the snow and 
watch how it 
freezes. 

History of 
Candy Canes 
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Ingredients 
4½ cups white sugar 
1 can evaporated milk  
½ cup of butter  
2 packages chocolate chips  
1 bag of miniature marshmallows 
2 ounces of chocolate, chopped  
2 teaspoons vanilla extract  
White baking chocolate  
 

Directions 
1. Coat a pan with cooking spray or a thin layer of butter. 
2. Combine sugar, evaporated milk, and butter in a bowl. 
3. Put in a pot. 
4. Once smooth, bring to a boil, stirring constantly for 5 minutes, then 
remove from heat. 
5. Stir in chocolate chips, marshmallows, and vanilla extract. Once smooth, 
put the mixture into the pan. 
6. When the fudge sets, cut into pieces. 

How to Make Christmas Fudge 

On the first day of Christmas, my mother 
gave to me... 
1)  Yummy dinner 
2)  Cute kittens 
3)  Cool shirts 
4)  Pretty puppies 
5)  Boxes of rice 
6)  Pretty masks 
7)  Cozy scarves 
8)  Cool shoes 
9)  Sharpened pencils 
10) Candy canes 
11) Delicious cookies 
12) Presents to unwrap 

My Christmas Song 

By Pseudonym 
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